' Speaking to all nations in the great world-language
of music, Chopin breathed into his compositions not
only all an exile's idealizing worship of Poland's histo-
rical greatness, not only all the temperament of the
nation, chivalrous and poetic and fiery and dreamy,
but also a wealth of melody inspired by the dance
tunes and songs of Poland's country folk. It is this
connection of so many of Chopin's master-pieces with
Polish folk-music which gives his work the hall-mark
of something profoundly and primevally Polish'.

Chopin was the embodiment of Poland in music,
and fortunately it was through such a genius that
Polish music first won a world-wide hearing. What
he wrote and thus presented to the nation was authent-
ically Polish, be it dance gaiety, ' heroic rage warlike
chivalry, sheer delight in life, poetic sentiment, or pro-
found melancholy', and he was the first to make
Slavonic music known to and loved by the west. On
this point Miss Tennant says : ' In becoming acquaint-
ed with his music many people realize for the first
time quite definitely that there is a Slavonic mentality
more apart from the Teutonic or Latin than they are
from each other'.

Though the man is dead now nearly 100 years the
memory of him in Poland is a living thing. His com-
positions are as timely as today's rising sun and almost
as welcome; the most beautiful monument in all Poland
is that of Chopin in the capital; as the writer inscribes
these lines he looks out upon Chopin Street, one of the
most pleasant in Warsaw; Chopin concerts draw large
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